




School Taxes and Assessment Process
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S C H O O L  D E C I S I O N S
Each Spring, the school districts work on creating a school 
budget for the upcoming year. This budget is then brought to 
the voters/taxpayers in the school district. The budget 
contains the total amount of tax money that will be collected 
from the taxpayers, otherwise known as a tax levy.

LO C A L  M U N I C I PA L   D E C I S I O N S  
Local Municipalities usually release their tentative assessment 
rolls on the first of May and submit a final by the beginning of 
July. These rolls list out the assessed value of each property in 
the municipality.

S TAT E  D E C I S I O N S  
Using the Local Municipality rolls, the state then publishes 
equalization rates. These rates show the state’s determination 
of the property assessments relative to full market values for 
each municipality. You can find more information on the
state’s role in property taxes by visiting www.tax.ny.gov

C A LC U L AT I O N S  
Usually beginning in August, the districts will set the tax rates 
based on the budget and tax levy approved by the public. The 
calculation also takes into account the state equalization rates 
and assessment rolls for each municipality. After these rates are 
created, the school district will print tax bills which are derived 
from the property assessments. Tax bills are usually mailed close 
to the beginning of the school year (early September) and are 
due within 30 days.

LATE SUMMERFALL

A NOTE ABOUT PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS
Though all property is assessed, not all of it is taxable. Some properties, such as those owned by religious organizations or governments are completely exempt from paying property 
taxes. Others are partially exempt, such as senior citizens, persons with disabilities, veterans who qualify for an exemption on part of their homes, and homeowners who are eligible for 
the School Tax Relief (STAR) program. Most exemptions are oered by local option of the taxing jurisdiction (municipality, county or school district).  
 
Check with your assessor to determine what exemptions are available in your community or visit the New York State Department of Taxation & Finance website at:  
www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/exemption/index.htm


